






This course has been a first step 
in changing everything about 
my life. From a secure and easy 
future doing work I hated, I now 
have an uncertain life doing work 
I love. Already I’ve carried out 
surveys for consultancy firms and 
am currently working for Natural 
England as a reserve warden. 
I’m continuing to develop and 
learn new skills. My horizons 
are bigger, and although the 
decisions are tougher the rewards 
are greater.

I would recommend this course 
to others and I’d suggest that 
they immerse themselves in it  
for the full 3 years making it as 
much as possible a way of life, 
putting as much of themselves 
as they can into learning and 
enjoying themselves.
 



Nature Conservation Officers 
protect, enhance and manage 
the local environment.

•  Starting salaries are between 
£23,000* - £26,000*

•  Agriculture Advisors can earn 
up to £30,000*

Tree Officers are responsible 
for managing trees within a 
local authority.’

•  Staring salaries are between 
£22,000* - £24,000* 

•  Garden Centre Managers can 
earn up to £40,000*

A Veterinary Nurse works in a 
veterinary practice with the vets 
assisting with the treatment and 
care of animals.

•  Starting salaries are between 
£12,000* - £18,000*

•  Animal Welfare Managers can 
earn up to £23,000*

A Head Groundsperson is 
responsible for managing the 
grounds of golf courses or 
sports stadiums. 

•  Starting salaries are between 
£17000 - £20000

There is a huge range of career 
opportunities within the fi eld of 
Environment and Sustainability. 
For further information visit the 
Prospects website 
www.prospects.ac.uk
 

Career Opportunities 
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There is a wide range of fi nancial 
support for Foundation and 
Degree level students to assist 
you in getting the most out of 
your programme leaving you to 
get on and enjoy your course.

Financial Support May Include:

•  a student loan
•  assistance with tuition fees
•  Maintenance Grants
•  special funding such as Career 

Development Loans or Access 
to Learning Funds

•  Disabled Students Allowance
•  National Health 

Service Bursaries
•  University bursaries and 

college bursaries

Comprehensive advice on the 
fi nancial help you may be entitled 
to can be found on the Student 
Finance website - 

www.directgov.uk/studentfinance. 
The website also contains useful 
fi nancial information on university 
life. You can also speak directly 
to an advisor who can give 
specifi c advice based on 
your circumstances. Alternatively 
you can contact the university or 
college directly.

Can I Afford 
Higher Education?
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•  You need to work hard to 
successfully complete your 
current programme of study

•  Work with staff at your 
college to research the higher 
education opportunities 
available to you

•  Contact advice and guidance 
staff at colleges and universities 
to discuss your options

•  Research to see if you need 
to achieve a set standard on 
your current course to gain 
entry to the programme of your 
choice, or further GCSEs to 
prepare for entry to University. 
ie for Nursing and Teaching 
qualifi cations it is necessary 
to have Mathematics, English 
Language or Science at GCSE, 
grade C and above

•  Research modes of study in 
colleges or universities i.e. 
full-time, part-time, on-line 
learning, learning whilst in 
employment, etc.

Check out all the Lancashire 
vocational progression routes 
from your course, in Advanced 
Engineering & Manufacturing, 
Construction, Digital & Creative 
Industries, Environment & 
Sustainability, Health & Social 
Care and Leisure & Tourism, 
using our unique Visaroute 
programme. Print your own Visa.  
(Go to page 6 to fi nd out how 
to do it)

 

What to do Next…
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There are different application 
routes for University or College 
Higher Education programmes 
depending on whether the course 
is full or part-time. 

• �For full-time courses anywhere 
in the UK, you apply through 
UCAS, the national applications 
system. See www.ucas.co.uk 
for details

• �For part-time courses you 
apply directly to the University 
or College. Contact them for 
details of their application 
procedures and deadlines.

• �Contact details for all the 
Lancashire Colleges and 
Universities are given on  
page 44 

You may want to continue your 
studies outside Lancashire, in  
the North West or further afield. 
If so:

• �Details of full-time HE 
programmes across the country 
are available through UCAS 
www.ucas.co.uk.

• �Consult your college tutor and/
or your student services or 
careers department if you are 
interested in part-time study 
outside Lancashire.

If applying sounds complex,  
don’t worry. You will receive  
help from your college tutor  
and/or your student services  
or careers department

How to Apply 



Getting Ready for  
Higher Education 
No, we’re talking  
learning styles here, 
not student finance, 
accommodation or 
shopping opportunities...

Moving into HE involves 
learning to work in new 
ways. You may not be 
used to lecture or tutorial 
style teaching and almost 
certainly you will be 
expected to work more 
independently than you 
have in the past. You 
will also be expected to 
organise your own study 
timetable.

There are a number of things  
you can do before you start  
your course to help give you  
a flying start.

• �Find out as much as you can 
beforehand about what and 
how you will study and what 
you will need to do it. 

• �Check out the Aimhigher 
website www.aimhigher.ac.uk 
and download Learning 2 Study 
and Learning 2 Revise

• �Find out if you can be put in 
touch with a student who’s 
already on the same course and 
talk to them

• �Go and visit the College or 
University (if you haven’t 
already) to get a feel of the 
place.



The Lancashire Colleges 
and Universities Involved:
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Accrington & 
Rossendale College
www.accross.ac.uk
01254 389933

Blackburn College
www.blackburn.ac.uk
01254 55144

Blackpool & the Fylde College
www.blackpool.ac.uk
01253 352352

Burnley College
www.burnley.ac.uk
01282 733373

Edge Hill University
www.edgehill.ac.uk
01695 575171

Lancaster & 
Morecambe College
www.lmc.ac.uk
01524 66215

Lancaster University
www.lancaster.ac.uk
01524 65201

Myerscough College
www.myerscough.ac.uk
01995 642222

Nelson & Colne College
www.nelson.ac.uk
01282 440209

The Open University
www.open.ac.uk
0845 300 60 90

Preston College
www.preston.ac.uk
01772 225000

Runshaw College
www.runshaw.ac.uk
01772 622677

Skelmersdale & 
Ormskirk College
www.skelmersdale.ac.uk
01695 52300

Southport College
www.southport-college.ac.uk
01704 500606

St Mary’s 
College Blackburn
www.stmarysblackburn.ac.uk
01254 580464

University of 
Central Lancashire
www.uclan.ac.uk
01772 201201

University of Cumbria
www.cumbria.ac.uk
01228 616234

With support from:
Aimhigher, Lancashire Work 
Based Learning Forum, CXL, 
Local Authorities & SLC 



Colleges and universities 
will hold a number of 
events, open days, 
summer schools and other 
activities to support your 
transition from Further 
Education to Higher 
Education and enable you 
to learn about progressing 
to higher level study at 
college or university. 

It would be useful for you 
to keep a note of these 
events and activities as 

you can use these in the 
future to help complete 
your UCAS form, or to 
act as a reminder for any 
further research that you 
need to do.

To find out the latest 
details of events near  
you go to: 
www.lancashirelln.org.uk 
or partner college and 
university websites listed 
on the previous page.

Passport Events  
& Activities
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Preparing for HE checklist:

•  Talk to other students 
(friends, family or using social 
networking)

•  Find out about UCAS and 
the application deadlines 
and process

•  Talk to student services at 
your college

•  Put all your certifi cates, awards, 
achievements in a portfolio

•  Consider voluntary or paid work 
experience relevant to your 
subject area

•  Find out as much as possible 
about your chosen career(s)

•  Speak to course/admission 
staff as early as possible

•  Check out progression 
agreements between 
institutions in your area 
(www.lancashirelln.org.uk)

•  Find out about open days at 
HEIs and put them in your diary

•  Devise a study/revision plan 
including lots of breaks and 
social activities

•  Start reading academic books, 
journals and broadsheet 
newspapers

•  Consider your caring/domestic 
arrangements

•  Think about your 
transferable skills

•  Have an ‘I can’ attitude

•  Make sure that you have 
properly considered if the 
course is a manageable 
expectation for you - don’t 
set yourself up for a fall

•  Think about ways of properly 
articulating your vocational 
experience in order to maximize 
your APEL potential to reduce 
the number of modules that you 
need to undertake

•  Work out how you are going 
to cope fi nancially - such as 
how you are going to pay your 
course fees.  Ensure that you 
have the budget to complete 
the course
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Notes
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New Horizons > 

Your Feedback is 
important to Us
Tell us what you think of 
this passport or Visaroute 
and win an iPod.

We are interested in your feedback on this passport 
and/or on Visaroute - what’s good, what’s bad, 
what's helpful, what isn’t. Tell us in an e-mail to 

Linda Morrall at lemorrall@uclan.ac.uk

We will enter every feedback response into a prize 
draw and every three months someone will win an iPod.



If you require this booklet  
in an alternative format  
such as large print or  
Braille, please contact  
our enquiries team on:

Phone: 01772 892675
Email: lemorrall@lancashirelln.ac.uk
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